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Our little corner of the world has suddenly turned into 

Spring.  Seems like it was late in coming this year.  Any time now 

summer will be upon us.  For many of us, that means the field sea-

son.  We can leave the paperwork in the office behind and head 

out to the beautiful outdoors and do our job there and think “Wow, 

they are paying me to do this!”  That is not to make light of the 

work we do in the field.  Many of us in our professions have the 

privilege of working with the “grass roots” folks, a pleasure many 

do not get to experience in our hectic, techno world. 

With summer comes some events that need noted – hence 

the abbreviated but very important Summer Newsletter.  The sum-

mer tour is fast approaching.  Final details and registration forms 

are found on page two and three. 

It would not be summer without George “Cookie” Cook’s 

Field School.  Hats off to George and his crew for putting this all 

together.  It seems we are fast losing our young folks to the lure of 

the bright lights and higher pay of city jobs once they finish school.  

I know my own children are in fields unrelated to range and agri-

culture.  But, I’ve never regretted raising them at cow camp with no 

electricity or running water.  They think they had the greatest 

childhood ever.  Now the kids prefer video games and Guitar Hero 

to climbing red rocks or building “forts”. 

So, if you know young folks who would benefit or enjoy the 

Field School, pass along the enclosed information.   Apprize your 

local County Agents and Vo Ag teachers. 

Okay, so we do depend a lot on modern technology to do 

our jobs – even the outdoors aspects.  Laptops, GPS units, Black-

berries – we’d have a hard time working without them.  So, in this 

techno age the Utah Section has hired a new webmaster – though 

she is not new to SRM.  Mindy Pratt has redesigned our homepage 

so check it out.  Pass along any items you’d like to see included on 

the page.  I think Mindy has done an outstanding job in bring our 

Section website up to par and be-

yond.  Good job, Mindy! 

Now, get out there and en-

joy the Spring and Summer in the 

greatest and most beautiful state in 

the Union. 

See you in Tooele! 

http://www.usu.edu/range/index.htm
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SRM Summer Tour  

 June 4-5, 2009 

Thursday 12:30 PM – Registration/Meet at the Tooele County Extension Office, 151 N.  

   Main Tooele (Across from Big 5 Sports). 

  Skull Valley 

Ensign Ranch: - (Biosolids Land Application). Study to monitor forage 

production and quality, soil profile changes and benefits to ranching. 

Mike McFarland USU Department of Civil and Environment Engi-

neering, Joe Thackeray Ranch Manager, Mark Schmitz Utah Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality. 

  Rush Valley 

Lookout Pass crested wheatgrass diversification site Interplanting of 

natives into crested wheatgrass, April Hulet, Bruce Roundy. 

6:00 PM – Dinner in Vernon (the pavilion at the Vernon LDS Church, 280 Main St.) 
 

7:00 PM – Evening Program Elizabeth Mitchell history of Benion Area 
 

Friday 7:30 AM - Breakfast in Vernon (the pavilion at the Vernon LDS Church, 280  
      Main St.) 

   Rush Valley 

   Onaqui SageSTEP Site: (Sagebrush/ Juniper treatments) 

  A regional experiment to evaluate methods of sagebrush steppe 

 restoration in the Great Basin (i.e. prescribed burn, chain saw, 

 mowing, herbicide and bullhog).   Bruce Roundy, Gene Schupp, 

 Mark Brunson, Summer Olsen, Jeff Burnham, April Hulet and 

 Kert Young.  (www.sagestep.org) 
 

 NEON Project Mark Brunson/Bruce Roundy 

12:00 PM Tour Ends 

 

http://www.sagestep.org/
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Lodging in Tooele:   

 

 Best Western Inn Tooele: 365 N. Main (435) 882-5010, 1-800- 448-5010. Ten rooms 

 reserved at government rate of $102/night  until May 31st. Mention SRM Summer       

 Tour. 
 

 Holiday Inn Express: 1531 N. Main (435) 833-0500. Ten rooms  reserved for SRM 

 Summer Tour at government rate of 102/night.     
  

 Rooms fill up fast in Tooele due to Miller Motorsports Racetrack! 
 

 Shane Green had  previously offered his cabin and bunkhouse for use but  that 

 is no longer available.   

 

 There are some good camp spots at and around Vernon reservoir. Camping is 

 available on public lands in the area.   

UTAH SECTION SRM 2009 SUMMER FIELD TRIP REGISTRATION FORM 

June 4th and 5th, 2009, Tooele, Utah 

 

Name:         Member   Non-Member 

 

Additional Spouse or Guest Name(s): 

 

Address: 

   

 

Phone Number or Email: 

 

Registration: *$40 per person (Registration fees must be received by May 29, 2009) 

  *$30 Student Registration 

   $30 Later Registration and Day of Tour (No Meals) 

  *Includes Dutch oven dinner on June 4th and breakfast on June 5th 

Send registration form and payment to:   

Ron Torgerson 

Trust Land Administration 

130 N Main 

Richfield, UT 84701 

 

Make Checks payable to: Society for Range Management. Sorry no Credit Cards 
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Field School Application can be found  at 

the Utah Section website 

Tara Torgerson &  Jesse Malan 

Attendees to the 2008 Field School 
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Our new webmaster is Mindy Pratt and she has done a great job of  

redesigning the Utah Section website.   

Fall 2009 Utah Section Meeting  

Dates: November 5 & 6, 2009 

Cedar City 

Location: Crystal Inn, 1575 West 200 North Cedar City, Utah 

Lodging: Crystal Inn  435-586-8888 

25 Double Queen Non-smoking rooms have been reserved 

Rate: Single/Double $65.00  

Triple/Quad $75.00  

All rates subject to state and local taxes. 

* Includes Hot Breakfast Bar* 

 

Contact Number: 435-586-8888 be sure to reference Utah Section of the Society for Range Management. 

It is not too early to be finding items for the auction!!! 

http://www.usu.edu/range/index.htm
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First Call for Volunteers 
 

63rd Annual Meeting of the Society for Range Management 

50th Annual Meeting of the Weed Science Society of American 

 

Here in Colorado, both Societies are working hard laying the groundwork for what is developing into a fun filled and educational 

week in Denver Colorado. 

Volunteers to assist with the running of the day-to-day events and programs are needed.  Most of the volunteer work will focus on 

assisting the moderators and accommodating the speakers. 

 

If you have a desire to help, please contact: 

Josh Saunders 

USDA – NRCS 

200 West Railroad Ave. 

Fort Morgan, CO  80701 

Work Phone:  970-867-8568 ext. 120 

Cell Phone:  970-554-1002 

Email:  josh.saunders@co.usda.gov 

Thank you so much and I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

 

The Utah Section, Society for Range Management, Scholarship Committee 

has selected the following two students as recipients of the $1500 L.A. 

Stoddart Scholarship for 2009-2010.  They are Chris Jorgensen and Levi 

Bennington.  The alternate is Jake Russell.   Scholarships are awarded 

based on membership in the Society, GPA, involvement in SRM activities, 

demonstrated leadership and potential to contribute to the range 

management profession. Applicants also composed an essay on "Applying 

Range Science Principles to the Management of the World's Rangelands". 

We want to congratulate our well deserved recipients. 

 7-11 February, 2010 

 Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel 

 Denver, Colorado 

 For more information go to:  http://www.rangelands.org/denver2010/ 

Providing for the Future 

mailto:josh.saunders@co.usda.gov
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Rangeland Cup Competition 

By  Garth Nelson 

Rangeland Cup is a team competition, a subject is written by a member of the SRM and given to the students in late 

September.  Generally the subject consists of a question relating to Range Management and asks for a possible so-

lution.  This competition is not only a great lesson in Range Management is also helps students hone their skills in 

collaboration, communication, and presentation.  While getting our poster ready we also used the opportunity to 

visit with current professionals from around the state in order to present a more rounded answer and solutions to the 

topic.  As far as the "art" side of range science this was the most valuable student competition I have competed in 

and that includes URME and Plant ID.  The problem solving and presentation skills I learned while competing in the 

Rangeland Cup have already benefited my life and will undoubtedly continue to benefit me through my career. 

 

Combined our team probably worked on the poster for more than 150 hours and we definitely wanted to win the 

competition and represent the Utah section to the best of out abilities but third place will just have to do.  I would ask 

other members of the Utah section to be supportive of the students in this competition and provides their profes-

sional experiences with them.  Our team would especially like to thank Chris Call, Fee Busby, Jim Bowns, Randy 

Russell, Lelsey Morris, Ben Baldwin. Tom Monaco, Fred Provenza, and all the other members of the Utah section 

SRM membership.  Be sure to help students next year to get the Cup back to Utah. 


